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White Rose Research Studentship
Session 2012-2013

The University of Leeds is offering up to four White Rose Research Studentships, in collaboration with the Universities of Sheffield and York, for students commencing full-time PhD research study in October 2012. 

Faculty of Biological Sciences (Plant-mediated interactions between above- and below-ground crop pests:  molecular and biochemical mechanisms): Closing Date:  Extended to 27 January 2012
Faculty of Biological Sciences (Electrically connecting bacteria to electrodes for MFC applications): Closing Date: 30 March 2012
School of Medicine (Leeds Institute of Molecular Medicine) (Pathological cellular signalling in Parkinson’s Disease): Closing Date: 1 March 2012

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
· Applicants MUST first submit a research degree study application form and be in receipt of a University BANNER ID Number to be eligible for a White Rose Research Studentship.  Applications without a valid University ID Number will be rejected.  To apply for a place on a research degree programme, please visit: http://www.leeds.ac.uk/students/apply_research.htm
· Applicants must hold a First Degree at undergraduate level equivalent to at least a UK Upper Second Class Honours degree.  Applicants should either have graduated with the appropriate First Degree or be in their final year of study;
· Applicants whose first language is not English must meet the University’s English Language requirements.  Some Schools require a standard of English higher than the University minimum;

REGULATIONS

These include the following (full information on the regulations will be sent to all successful applicants):

· Awards must be taken up on 1 September or 1 October 2012;
· The awards are available for new research students undertaking full-time research study leading to the degree of PhD.  Students who are already registered for PhD research study are excluded from this competition;
· The award will cover academic fees at the UK rate and a maintenance grant (£13,590 in Session 2011/12);
· A Project Support Grant of up to £3,600 for the lifetime of the award will be provided (it is expected that up to £700 of this will be allocated to the collaborating institution to contribute towards the co-supervision costs).  This should be used at the discretion of the supervisors to support the research expenses, travel and conference costs of the student as well as the supervisor’s expenses in attending supervisory meetings;
· The award will be made for one year in the first instance and renewable for a further period of up to three years, subject to satisfactory academic progress;
· The award holders will be registered as research degree students at the University of Leeds and will be bound by the regulations of this University;
· Each student project will be supervised by two members of academic staff, one from the University of Leeds and one from either the University of Sheffield or the University of York.  The available projects are given below;
· In order to encourage collaboration, both supervisors and the research student are required to meet together at least 6 times in each session.  The amount of time spent in each University will depend upon the specific demands of the project;
· The University of the second supervisor will provide full access to its facilities on the same basis as it would to its own research interests;
· Any paid work undertaken by the student will be restricted to 8 hours relevant employment (eg teaching or demonstrating) each week;
· The intellectual property right arising from the research will belong absolutely to the two Universities that are providing the supervision.  The students must agree to take such action as may be required (at no cost to themselves) to vest the title and interest in all property rights in the two Universities.  In turn, the Universities acknowledge that out of any sums derived by the exploitation of any invention or discovery they will make due recompense to the student for his/her contribution to the invention or discovery;
· Applicants must live within a reasonable distance of the University of Leeds whilst in receipt of this Scholarship.


AVAILABLE PROJECT

The following projects are available for students to register at the University of Leeds with the first supervisor at Leeds:

Project:  Plant-mediated interactions between above- and below-ground crop pests:  molecular and biochemical mechanisms
Network:  Biotic constraints to crop production:  biochemical and molecular basis of plant interactions with pests, parasites and symbionts
Supervisors:  Dr Peter Urwin, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of Leeds
Professor Sue Hartley, Department of Biology/YESI, University of York

CONTACT DETAILS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON PROJECT:
Martha Smith, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of Leeds
Tel: +44 (0)113 3438186		Email: m.e.r.smith@leeds.ac.uk

Project:  Electrically connecting bacteria to electrodes for MFC applications
Network:  Interdisciplinary Centre for Microbial Fuel Cells (ICMFC)
Supervisors:  Dr Lars Jeuken, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of Leeds
Dr Graham Stafford, School of Clinical Dentistry, University of Sheffield

CONTACT DETAILS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON PROJECT:
Martha Smith, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of Leeds
Tel: +44 (0)113 3438186		Email: m.e.r.smith@leeds.ac.uk

Project:  Pathological Cellular Signalling in Parkinson’s Disease
Network:  A multi-disciplinary approach to understanding the causes of Parkinson’s Disease and identifying therapeutic targets 
Supervisors:  Dr Ewan Morrison, School of Medicine (Leeds Institute of Molecular Medicine), University of Leeds
Dr Sean Sweeney, Department of Biology, University of York

CONTACT DETAILS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON PROJECT:
Dr Ewan Morrison, School of Medicine (Leeds Institute of Molecular Medicine), University of Leeds
Tel: +44 (0)113 3438531		Email: e.e.morrison@leeds.ac.uk
		
METHOD OF APPLICATION

· Applicants must complete all sections of the University Postgraduate Research Scholarship Application Form, using the space provided on the form and with strict observation of any word limits.  Attachments are not permitted and all will be disregarded.
· The completed form should be returned to the Postgraduate Scholarships Office, Marjorie & Arnold Ziff Building, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT by the appropriate deadline or by email to  pg_scholarships@leeds.ac.uk
· To track the progress of your application, please visit http://scholarships.leeds.ac.uk and select the tab ‘Application Tracking’, then follow the instructions on screen.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE & RESULT

Applications are logged by the Postgraduate Scholarships Office and passed on to the relevant Schools for initial consideration. The Schools select the applicant who they wish to recommend for the award and submit the recommendations to the Postgraduate Scholarships Office. The awards are then approved by the Chairman of the Group on Scholarships, Studentships and Prizes. The University will publish the names of the successful applicants within the University and externally on the University website.
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